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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.02 pm]: On behalf of the Minister 
for Seniors and Ageing, I am pleased to advise the house of the events and initiatives to recognise World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day 2023 in Western Australia. World Elder Abuse Awareness Day will be observed globally 
tomorrow, 15 June. On this day, everyone is urged to take a united stand against all forms of abuse against older 
people in our communities. Members will notice that landmarks across Perth, including Parliament House, will be 
lit up this week in the colour purple—the symbolic and internationally recognised colour of World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day. 
This year, the Cook government is commemorating World Elder Abuse Awareness Day throughout the week of 
11 to 17 June 2023 with the theme “Wise Up, Rise Up against Elder Abuse”—wise up, by finding out more about 
elder abuse, how to recognise the signs and where to access support; and rise up, by taking the time to listen to the 
older people in our lives about what is important to them and whether they feel safe and valued, and by taking 
action to support older Western Australians. 
This year, the Cook government will proudly support 22 regional community organisations and local governments 
through grants of up to $3 000 to hold World Elder Abuse Awareness Day events and initiatives, through the very 
first World Elder Abuse Awareness Day regional community grants program across WA’s nine regions. World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day events will be held in metropolitan Perth and across all WA regions, in Walpole, Kalgoorlie, 
Mt Barker, Port Hedland, Bunbury, Carnarvon, Broome, Boddington, Bruce Rock and many other locations. 
Events will include information workshops, education seminars, morning teas and art projects to support people 
in our communities to identify, seek support for and respond to elder abuse. A list of these events can be found on 
the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day online calendar on the Department of Communities’ webpage. 
I thank the many organisations and individuals who are hosting World Elder Abuse Awareness Day events and 
initiatives, as they will provide an opportunity to raise community awareness of this significant issue for older people 
in Western Australia. I would also like to thank Kathy Cokis, CEO of the Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre, 
who requested that a section of the Purple Road project be displayed here at Parliament House to help generate 
difficult conversations, with each flower representing an older person’s story. 
All seniors have the right to be treated with respect and dignity, and to live free of abuse. On this World Elder Abuse 
Awareness Day, it is time for us all to wise up and rise up against the mistreatment of older people. 
Hon Nick Goiran: You should start by bringing in the legislation you’ve been promising for six years! 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon KYLE McGINN: That is disrespectful. Calm down. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Are we settled? Thank you. 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 
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